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This attractive tillandsia hybrid is the result of crossing Tillandsia ionantha and Tillandsia schiedeana. I used the T. schiedeana as the capsule parent and the T. ionantha as the pollen donor.

The cross was made in early February, 1973, and the seed was sown nearly a year later in January, 1974. I placed the seed up and down on an oak log in the greenhouse that already housed a clump of T. ionantha and lowered it from a high bright position to a shadier and more humid one. This is also where I grow my T. stricta to give you some idea of the surrounding microclimate. Within two weeks the majority of the seeds had germinated and started to grow fast and well.

For the next two years the seedlings were given no special care. They were watered only when the entire greenhouse was watered and I doubt they were fertilized more than three or four times. In the fall of 1977 while moving plants into the greenhouse for the winter I shifted the oak log and inspected the seedlings. Most of them were about two inches tall with a few stragglers but also a few very robust plants. These larger plants were coming into bloom at a little less than three years of age! Seeing this I immediately hung the log up high to try to obtain maximum bract color in the better light. The plants colored up very well, and by spring of 1978 the majority of the plants had bloomed.

In optimum light the blooming plant is quite striking. The lower three-fourths stays silver-green while the upper fourth turns a warm scarlet-orange. The petal color is predominantly a rich yellow with a pale lavender flush around the base. The bract lasts in color three to six weeks depending on light quality and humidity.

It is with great pleasure and sincere admiration that I name my first bromeliad hybrid after John D. Staub, MD, of Houston, Texas. A naturalist of great ability and some persuasion, he has a keen interest in the botany, ornithology and anthropology of the American Tropics. He is a most out-going personality and can bring out the best of the "local color" in any village. A trip to Mexico with him is a truly unforgettable experience, as those will attest who have survived them!


